I cally impossible, is' probably unattainable; Here is The Report on one alternative to S

- certainly not be in the best interest of a = " orierel y

sent the views of the Nation’s 15 most emi-

nent scholars.” And of course the -entire -

E enterprise was of such transcending fmpor-
tance that it was -gnonymous, Here were"

A

some of the conclusions: Lo
e *“ . lasting ‘peace, while not theoreti-

even if it could be achieved it would almost

stable ‘soclety to achieve it.u. - )
o ¢ . . war has provided both ancient

* and modern socleties with. a dependable -
- system for stabilizing and controlling na- :

tional economies.” , o
® ... the permanent possibility of war
i1s the foundation for stable government; it
supplies the basis for general acceptance of
political authority.” . A
And so on. - '

The White House, through Rostow's staff, -

¢ Mountain,

" modern technology and pdlitical processes, :

and peace. Kahn is director of the Hudson
JInstitute, which lies in the environs of Iron

Lewin's 'bogus report is such a rich spoof
of the prose of the Doomsday philosophers -
that the temptation to quote is irresistible,

“Another possible surrogate for the con- |
trol of potential enemies of society is the |
reintroduction, in some form consistent with '

of slavery” In the same vein the. Iron!

Mountain peace planners suggest -the -de- |

velopment of “blood games"—large scale § °
. human sacrifices designed to contain anti- it
social aggressive impulses. “Such a ritual
“'might be socialized,” the Special Study .

Group asserts, “in ¢ 1¢ manner of the Span-

-1sh Inquisition.”
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Spasm of Gullibility .~
' By Laurence Stern = .o%.0 .0 . w1 '
National Editor of The Washington Post i 4
THE MYSTERY OF IRON MOUNTAIN, . - . . 3 i
. one of Washington’s most titillating h'tegar}s; : - DBOOK REVIEW - .4 :
' guessing games in many an autumn boo ¢ ' 3 7., . 1
list, has finally been solved. The author of Report from Iron M‘?u}ltm}l.o ¥ r :
this work, which has spread a trail of = the Possibility and Desirability + I 1
snickers and befuddlement through this . P " " i g
gullible eapital, is none other than Leonard | o1 xeace , : - ; s
C. Lewin, New Yorlcﬂjourn:;)list.dﬂg W{gti » " Introductory materigl by Leonard C. Sewin ; B
~ the introduction, he admits, but denies that - (piq1 109 pp., $5). L S ObE
he wrote the ez'xtire ,book.' However, some (Didl, e = . . )
of his elosest friends have tat?leddon %ng. o ‘ ‘ - . 1
Even though the mystery is dispelled, - ;.. corp issued a press release denying @ = f e :
some of the public and private brouhaha 415, o 'New York State vaults were ever!' s .
ie$0r3§%h2yr;$ﬁigglightful satirical work used by any such group"ns were described : v S
vt - ;' - in The Report. : R o ‘
For exam_gﬂe,b Ixactef,.la::it i;nogiﬁ;—_a_saﬁ}e’; The only claim of substance for The Re-i l ; |
;zgglfcs ?EnTh: Re(;fort l-f’:ﬁmd their wa;'g inpo- 'porg;s ?{ut&fn%"ty wazq mage iﬁit esxg?ndearz:‘ ,’ o BE
the office of Walt W. Rostow, Presidential - Ji o0t & oM e o o to b
- Special Assistant for National Security Af- confines the truth of his private ider;tity-— - : 11
fairs, The White House had reccived tense . _50nn"Kenneth Galbraith, economist—to a ' 18
?X:ﬂ::i ;l:smo‘;i%:g %}?cfl:ggfn@ﬁ?cthm;?ﬁ :" tiny elrcle of relatives and frionds in Cam. , 1E
pounded unspeakable, if not unthinkable, E?ggz?és :w“fzi‘l d?ﬁﬁ:}"&ﬁ%ﬁ:ﬁ’ﬁ’ w‘zlx:ﬁ; Il)\gf':
heterodoxies on the large issues of war and - force,ideny. : i P
peace. e - The plain fact is that if Lewin had not
. The gravity of the problem facing the = . : in :
President’s National Security Advisers can- ¢ &2&??052&2{.&522& &v(:g;dt‘;:;%%e 1:;3%};:1;
, ;g:sﬁ‘:ngﬁfifgtggé ere was ;ﬁeﬁgth"ig;t “it into euistence in’ traditionsl. think tanik
L . “ - style—perhaps Herman Kahn, the Ponderosa :
¢ est Government level. It purported to repre- o'y yihinkable thoughts about nuclear war

conducted an inquiry into the authenticity '
of The Report: The National Security Ad-:
visers concluded, gratefully we might sus-

pect, that it was a spurious work, Word was -
quietly passed within the White House and
to those concerned sectors of the Executive

Branch, Washington, once again, breathed .. 5 A
* more casily. ’ ’ _dnspired at the White House,

: ‘ .. The application of systems-analysi

Nonetheless Iron Mountain became the - ‘bureaucratic quagmireyif the Pirftsago? }tzl;: '
subJe_ct» of excited press speculation, It was been properly acelaimed as one of the herol
acclaimed in the Wall Street Journal as an  feats of modern managerial history, szg;c
outstanding sample of the new genre of imaginatively extends the techniqué to mﬁ
pseudonymoqs literature; a form of 'writing - problem of eliminating war and regul i
. that ﬂowarls mftimis of poéxtical adversity— . an entire society. ' ! epulating.
: or even exile—for the pseudonymous author. . I e ; -
(ct. A Political Fable by Bailey Laird, New - to neo 8 50 he puts us on the merry road .

Yo hell, . .
- Yorker magazine). The Iron Mountain Secu- @ 1967 The Washington Post Go,

~ The Report, down to its last footnote, is -

-one of the finest pieces of social satire. pro- ;

~duced in this era of Systems-analysis, war #

© games, peace games and apocalyptic fun and
games. It is so good because it is so plausi- ;. S

- ble, as witness the spasm of - gullibility it |’
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